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HTTP Verbs

• Set the action to be performed

• Retrieve a resource

• Add a resource

• Update a resource

• Delete a resource

CRUD
Create

Read

Update

Delete



HTTP Verbs

• Part of the HTTP standard

https://www.w3.org/Protocols/rfc2616/rfc2616-sec9.html

https://www.w3.org/Protocols/rfc2616/rfc2616-sec9.html


HTTP Verbs

• Extremely important:

• Improves readability

• Should be treated as part of the URL

Always Use The Correct Verb!



The GET Verb

• Used to retrieve resource(s)

• NEVER use it to add / update / delete resources

• The default verb of the browser’s address bar

• Usually combined with parameters



The GET Verb

Method

URL

Headers

Body

HTTP Verb (GET)

Location of the resource + parameters

Meta-data of the request (User Agent…)

Contents of the request (optional)

• Should not include body



The GET Verb - Exception

• Sometimes GET cannot be used for retrieval

• For example: Too many parameters

• In this case – use POST



The POST Verb

• Used to add resource

• Should contain a message body that specifies the resource 

to be added

• Should not contain query string parameters

• ie POST  /api/entity?company=15



The PUT Verb

• Used to modify resource(s)

• Should contain a message body that specifies the resource 

to be modified

• Should not contain query string parameters

• ie PUT  /api/entity?company=15



The PUT Verb

• What happens if the resource to modify does not exist?

• The spec states a new resource should be created

• Use your own discretion

• PUT is Idempotent



The DELETE Verb

• Used to delete resource(s)

• NEVER use it to add / update / retrieve resources

• Almost always combined with parameters



The DELETE Verb

Method

URL

Headers

Body

HTTP Verb (DELETE)

Location of the resource + parameters

Meta-data of the request (User Agent…)

Contents of the request (optional)

• Should not include body



Rarely Used Verbs

• PATCH – Similar to Put, but with partial updates

• HEAD – Same as GET, but without the body in the response

• OPTIONS – Describes the available verbs for the URL

Source: https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/HTTP/Methods/OPTIONS

https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/HTTP/Methods/OPTIONS


Summary of Verbs

Verb Role Body? Params In…

GET Retrieve resource(s) No URL

POST Add resource(s) Yes Body

PUT Modify resource(s) Yes Body

DELETE Delete resource(s) No URL


